
ZESTE FRENCH TOURS 
www.zestefrenchtours.com
 Paris and the Loire Valley  22 September - 6 October 2012 [14 nights, 15 days] $3,500
Saturday 22 September [Paris]

Many of us will be in Paris the night before the trip starts. Meet up in the morning at the hotel. Boat tour of Paris and visit to the Orangerie. Stay at Hotel Studia, 51 Blvd St Germain. 5e  Ph: 0143268100

Sunday 23 September [near Giverny] 

 Depart Paris for Giverny. Lunch Giverny, Visit Monet’s garden, and the Musee des Impressionnismes. Stay in a hotel on the banks of the Seine not far from Giverny.
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              Giverny, Monet’s garden
                                   Musee du vitrail, Chartres, Stained glass

Monday 24 and Tuesday 25 September [Chartres].

 Head to Chartres. Stay Chartres 2 nights. At Moulin de la Forte Maison,

 http://perso.orange.fr/moulin.forte.maison  Dinners included.
Visit Chartres 13th century Cathedral, its famous stained glass windows, towers and crypt, and old city with its half timbered houses, Musee du Vitrail, medieval and contemporary stained glass. Dinner included.
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Chartres Cathedral                                                                                 Chartres old city
 Wed 26, Thurs 27 and Friday 28 September [La Borne]

La Borne is a ‘village de potiers’, an historic village which has an international reputation for contemporary ceramics. Visit the gallery and artists studios. Visit the village of Sancerre known for its wine, nearby villages and chateaux. Stay in a chambre d’hote on a farm.  

Saturday 29, Sunday 30 September and Monday 1 and Tuesday 2 October [Montrichard] 

Over the next few days we will visit the chateau of Chenonceau, its gardens and surroundings. Visit Amboise [chateau] and le Clos Luce where Leonardo di Vinci lived and died.  Chaumont sur Loire  and its gardens and garden festival and Montrichard. Wine tastings, visit les caves Monmousseau. Stay at Montrichard near Amboise at Maison Carre. Ph: 0254326024 http://maison.carre.monsite-orange.fr/
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Chenonceau



Amboise

These four days will be filled with Chateau visits, wine tastings, walking, artist visits and more.  Chateau Chambord, known for its towers, double helix staircase. Chateau Cheverny [the chateau of Tintin], its gardens and beagles. 

Wednesday 3 and Thursday 4 October [Turquant]

Continue west towards Saumur, visit Chateaux Azay le Rideau, Villandry, both famous for their gardens, wine tastings, stay at Turquant near Chinon at Le Balcon Bleu.


http://leblconbleuturquant.free.fr 2 rue de Martyrs, Turquant ph: 02 41381031
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Troglodyte caves

Chateau Saumur


Azay le Rideau
Visit troglodyte caves and village of St Hilaire St Florent, Rochmenier. Visit the chateau of Saumur and taste the region’s wines. 

Friday 5 October [Paris]

Continue along the Loire to Blois. Visit the chateau of Blois on the way to Orleans. Then back to Paris.
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Orleans





Chambord

 Drive back to Paris for the evening.
Stay at “Hotel Studia” 51 Blvd St Germain, 5arr Paris. Ph: 01 43268100

Saturday 6 October [Departure from Paris]
Last day, back to train stati[image: image20.jpg]


on and airport. Departure point from our hotel is close to Gare de Lyon for buses to Charles de Gaulle airport and for the TGV train to other parts of France and Europe. Times and arrangements to be organised on individual basis. -or just stay on!
Costs: $3,700
14 nights/15 days

Includes: 




Transport Paris to Paris

Accommodation bed and breakfast

6 dinners

All entries to chateaux and museums

Max 8 people
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Our house at Montrichard




Our mill at Chartres
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Monet’s garden, Giverny



One of our bedrooms at Montrichard
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Leonardo di Vinci’s house
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                                                                 Villandry Chateau
Bookings and Enquiries:


Jane Annois	Zeste French Tours


Ph: 03 98442337 / 0422942216


jane@zestefrenchtours


www.zestefrenchtours.com
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