
Zeste French Tours
‘Painting in Provence’
    French Art Tour 
19 May - 2 June 2012

with artist Chris Pittard and guide Jane Annois

Sat 19: Arrive Nice, pick up from airport or train station b/w 11am and 12 noon.
Lunch then visit Chagall Museum and Matisse Museum. Drive to Toudon, where we will spend the week.           .

Toudon
Toudon is about an hour drive away, in the hills behind Nice. This is our base for one week.
During our week, from Saturday 19-26 May, we will have a mix of painting, sketching, photographing, visiting markets, restaurants, cooking and taking in the view over a glass of wine or coffee at a local cafe, practising our French with the locals, mixed with exploring and discovering the French countryside around Toudon and Haute Provence. We can be flexible according to the needs and wishes of those on the tour. The following is a guide, and many activities and excursions can be decided once you experience this delightful part of the world. Toudon is an ancient mountain village. We have a large house with 6 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, kitchen, lounge etc and a swimming pool. From here we are at easy distance from mountain ranges and gorges, hilltop villages. During our week we may drive to Antibes to visit the Picasso museum and to Cagnes sur Mer to Renoir’s house and studio.

Sunday 20 May [Toudon]
9am -12noon painting in the village 

Lunch

Explore surrounding countryside, lakes, gorges.

5pm twilight painting session in countryside with wine.
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the village of Toudon

Monday 21 May [Toudon]
Half day painting, half day exploring.
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Tuesday 22 [Toudon]
Visit Entrevaux, Local market 

Painting along the river Var.

Dinner at Entrevaux at ‘l’Ambassade’.

Wednesday 23 [Toudon]

Visit Nice for the day. Visit Fondation Maeght at Vence and have lunch at St Paul de Vence, visit the many galleries. Walk along la Promenade des Anglais at Nice and have dinner in the old quarter at night.

Thursday 24 [Toudon]
Landscape sketching and painting in countryside day. 2hr session in morning

2hr session late afternoon.

Explore mountains and surrounding villages. Jane is cooking.

Friday 25 May [Toudon]
Painting and exploring at your whim.

Possible visit to Antibes and Cagnes sur Mer.

 Farewell dinner.
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Sat 26 May. [Aix en Provence]     Depart Toudon towards Aix en Provence.  Drive through the spectacular Gorges du Verdon, to Castellane. Lunch at Moustiers Sainte Marie. Visit potter at Valensole. Arrive early evening at Aix.

Sun 27 May [Aix en Provence]

Hotel Cardinal 24 rue Cardinale 0442383230]

Cezanne Day

Am Visit Mt St Victoire, painting on site.

Early afternoon, explore Aix. Cezanne’s workshop: 5pm tour in English
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Painting Mt St Victoire

Monday 28 May [Aix en Provence, Hotel Cardinal]Drive to Cassis on the Mediterranean for boat trip. A day on the coast.
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Tuesday 29 May [Gargas, Luberon Valley]
 a.m. Visit Musee Granet at Aix.

P.m. Drive to Lourmarin for coffee, visit the village ‘one of the most beautiful in France’.

Arrive at “Le Moulin de Lavon” chambre d’hote in the Luberon Valley for dinner. Dinner at chambre d’hote included for the 4 nights.

Tues 29 May –Sat 2 June [4 nights] Stay at a chambre d’hôte at Gargas near Apt, in the Luberon Valley. This is our home for the next 4 nights, only a few kms from the villages of Roussillon, Bonnieux, Gordes, Lacoste and many more.
Wednesday 25 May [Luberon valley]
Sault,

Drive through the gorge and mountains to hill top village of Sault, known for its lavender and nougat.

Landscape views.

Thursday 26 May [Luberon Valley]
Roussillon

9.30 Walk through the heritage listed ‘Ochre Walk’ at Roussillon. 

Market day at Roussillon

Explore Roussillon, its galleries, shops, views.

An opportunity to buy art materials.

Lunch then visit Gordes.

Twilight pastel session using pastels of local ochres at gite before dinner.
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Roussillon

Friday 27 May [Luberon Valley]
Visit the Luberon villages of Lacoste [Marquis de Sade and Pierre Cardin], Bonnieux and Oppede le Vieux. Market day in Bonnieux.
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Saturday 28 May.
 Departure day from Avignon

Leave from Avignon, from train station or airport – to be arranged. Aim for about 12 noon.

Costs: $4,500 [land content] Nice to Avignon

7 people maximum on tour

Included: 

· Tuition by well known established artist Chris Pittard [Winner of the Nillumbik Prize 2010]
· Accommodation and breakfasts for 14 nights
· Dinners 7 nights
· All museum and gallery entries
· All travel within France in minibus
· Experienced French speaking  guide, interpreter [and potter] Jane Annois
· Introductions to artists and studios
What is not included:  Airfares, other meals.
We have a kitty for lunches and find local markets to buy local delights to share.

Sometimes kitty lashes out for an aperitif.

You will need to budget for a few restaurants in the evening and spending money.

We can buy fresh ingredients from local markets and cook at our house at Toudon.

You will need to bring some basic art materials. You can buy more in France, especially in Roussillon. TBA.

It is best to bring credit cards and debit cards to use in ATMs to withdraw cash.

Bring your mobile phone, on international roaming.

Flexibility and sense of humour most valuable.

Activities are subject to change due to weather and group preferences. 

       7 nights Toudon [3 dinners included]

3 nights Aix en Provence

4 nights Luberon Valley [all dinners included]

Please try to time your arrival for between 10am and 12 noon at Nice, and your departure from Avignon at about 12 noon, [please arrange with me your train departures, so that we can co-ordinate times and stations].

Accommodation subject to availability and confirmation. You will be notified within 4 months of departure of any changes.
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